
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 21, 2011 
Title: The Truth of our Reconciliation w/ God as Trinity - “Yet He has now reconciled 

you.” 
Text:  Colossians 1:19-23 
 
Theme:  Only God alone reconciles sinners to Himself. 
  
Introduction:  
“This short section of three verses, situated between the hymn and Paul’s statement about his 
apostolic task, returns to the language of direct speech.”1   
 
“The opening words, ‘and you,’ stand in an emphatic position in Paul’s sentence.  It is not 
simply that what has occurred on a cosmic scale just happens to relate to them by way of 
application.  Rather, this congregation is designated as the ‘goal’ toward which the event 
encompassing heaven and earth is directed.”2   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
There is no greater heart wrenching word than, “irreconcilable.”  The word means the 
differences between the two parties are incapable of being spanned.  The gap existing between 
God and man was so severe that man could not resolve the differences.  Alienation and 
estrangement were the outcome. 
 
God, however, stepped in and spanned the gap and answered the charge and placated the 
judge’s wrath against the sin and sinner. 
 
The Storyline: 
 
“Paul contrasts the former state of enmity with the present state of reconciliation.  The main 
verb in the long sentence that spans vv. 21-23 comes at the beginning of this verse: he has 
reconciled.”3     
 
Questions: cf. Handout for Colossians 1:12ff. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. What reconciliation presupposes. 
 

A. Fighting factions (Acts 7:26)   
 

“On the following day he appeared to them as they were fighting together, and he 
tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, 'Men, you are brethren, why do you injure one 
another?” (Acts 7:26). 

 
As a side note, consider the idea that unless God does the reconciling our attempts at such 
only make the matter worse.  Notice this contrasting thought with Romans 5:10 and what it 
looks like when God does the reconciling. 
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B. Warring enemies (Rom. 5:10).  

 
“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:10). 

 
I am not convinced we accept the severity of our animosity toward God.  We were His 
enemies.  We were fighting against Him.  We were part of the rebellion seeking to overthrow 
His rule. 
 

C. Estranged marriages (1 Cor. 7:11) 
 

“but if she does leave, she must remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her 
husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife” (1 Cor. 7:11). 

 
The image of alienation from God is graphically portrayed for us.  Our attempts “fixing” the 
situation will only compound the problem.  God alone brings reconciliation. 
 
Reconciliation always has two groups that are at odds with each other.  And in this case it is 
finite man and infinite God.  The Scripture speaks with one voice as to our estrangement from 
God.  Colossians tells us we were “formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil 
deeds” (Col. 1:21).  This is our state and until and unless we acknowledge this before God and 
man we can never accept the gift of His Son for the purpose of being reconciled to the Father. 
 
“The past is recalled not because the emphasis falls upon it, but to draw attention to God’s 
mighty action – here in the reconciling death of his Son – on the readers’ behalf.”4   
 

II. Its significance (Matt. 5:24). 
 

“leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and 
then come and present your offering” (Matt. 5:24). 

 
In the absence of reconciliation there is no acceptable approach to God.  There are many 
people doing many things to appease the Father’s legitimate wrath against them, but to no 
avail.  Unless and until they accept His provision all hope is lost.  To live in peace (when 
possible [cf. Rom. 12:18]) is crucial in the act of worship. 
 
How can we be reconciled to the Father? 
 

III. The means of reconciliation with God 
 

A. Through Christ (2 Cor. 5:18).  
 

“Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18). 
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“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). 

 
B. Through the blood of His cross (Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20, 22) 
 

“and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put 
to death the enmity” (Eph. 2:16). 
 
“and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the 
blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven” 
(Col. 1:20). 
 
“yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present 
you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach” (Col. 1:22). 

 
“The whole phrase makes plain that the reconciliation of the Colossians was accomplished by 
one who was truly incarnate (against a docetic understanding of Jesus’ historical life) and who 
really died (against a Gnostic interpretation which glossed over his death as unreal).” 5  
 

IV. Why Jesus Christ is the sole means of reconciliation with God 
 
In Jesus Christ all the fullness [of God] lives (v. 19).  Who Jesus Christ is in His person enables 
His work to be of infinite value in answering the charges brought against us.  He alone is 
capable of paying off the sin debt we earn before /to the Father.  If Jesus is the greatest among 
equals, then all hope is lost.  As the Hero of the Story, He rises as God’s champion and accepts 
the challenge and defeats both sin and death. 

 
In the writing of the Story, God’s intent was to make Jesus Christ the apex and focus of the 
Story.  The Father’s intent in telling the Story was “so that He Himself will come to have first 
place in everything” (v. 18b).   
 

V. The results of His efficacious work 
 

A. Reconciliation restores peace where there was once conflict (vv. 20a, 21, 22) 
 
The peace of Scripture is more than the absence of war and conflict.  It also speaks to favor and 
blessing. 
 

B. Reconciliation restores creation to its original state (v. 20b). 
 
There is something very tangible and earthy about the redemptive/reconciling work of Jesus 
Christ.  It is not something that is far off and otherworldly.  It is real and palatable.   
 

C. Reconciliation presents His people as holy, unblamable and unreprovable in 
His sight (vv. 22). 
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“The purpose of God’s reconciling work is that believers might be presented as holy without 
blemish and free from accusation.”6   
 
As a people who have appropriated His eternal gift by grace through faith we stand in a 
position of peace.  Because of Christ and His work we are no longer seen as unholy, blamable 
and guilty.  As I stand in Christ my case is closed.  You may choose to believe otherwise, but I 
choose to rest in a finished work and an abundant grace. 
 

VI. The caveat of perseverance (v. 23)  
 
“The Greek construction ei ge, translated ‘provided that,’ does not express doubt.  The words 
in this sentence may be paraphrased: ‘At any rate if you stand firm in the faith – and I am sure 
that you will.’  Continuance [however] is the test of reality.  If it is true that the saints will 
persevere to the end, then it is equally true that the saint must persevere to the end.  And one 
of the means which the apostle uses to insure that his readers within the various congregations 
of his apostolic mission do not fall into a state of false security is to stir them up with warnings 
such as this.”7   
 
“The central concern of the letter: to encourage the Colossian Christians to resist the 
blandishments of the false teachers and to continue to grow in their knowledge of Christ.  Paul 
is genuinely concerned that the false teachers might ‘disqualify’ the Colossian Christians 
(2:18).”8   
 
“This warning, along with many similar ones, presents the ‘human responsibility’ side in the 
biblical portrayal of final salvation.  God does, indeed, by his grace and through his Spirit, 
work to preserve his people so that they will be vindicated in the judgment; but, at the same 
time, God’s people are responsible to persevere in their faith if they expect to see that 
vindication.”9   
 
If you are a professing believer and are questioning whether or not you are really saved, I 
would invite you to ask yourself in whom or what do you trust for salvation from sin and the 
hope of heaven? 
 
Let us remember how this text begins, “He has now reconciled you.”  There is nothing on 
heaven and earth that can undo what God alone did. 
 
Let us remember how this book began.  He identifies those in Colossae as saints and 
believing/faithful brothers in Christ.  He also speaks of their profession of faith in Christ Jesus 
and their love for all the saints and of the hope laid up for them in heaven (1:2, 4, 5).   
 
He now speaks to their perseverance.  Biblical faith has an enduring quality.  Biblical faith has 
a beginning, middle, and ending.  A faith appearing to be biblical but does not have an 
enduring quality is not biblical faith.  The saints persevere because they are preserved by 
God.  What God has begun, He will finish (1 Thess. 5:23, 24).  There is no doubt as to where 
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this is heading.  The issue for Paul is whether or not God had a beginning in the life of the 
congregant.  Those who shift from the hope of the gospel are indicating they were never truly 
born-again. 
 
The call is not for us to work harder, but to rest more fully in the complete sufficiency of 
Jesus Christ for our justification, sanctification, and glorification.  If we place the burden of 
perseverance on us, we will fail; for no one can maintain by works what God secured by 
grace.  Your work cannot and does not replace His.  The call to steadfastness is not for us to 
look at our own work, but to look to Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith (Heb. 
12:1, 2). 
 
“The call is to steadfastness in the face of the danger of being drawn away from the apostolic 
gospel.”10   
 
Is it possible for someone not to continue in the faith?  Yes, it is possible for someone to have 
what appears to be a beginning in faith, but such a faith does not have an 
enduring/persevering quality.  This is readily seen in the parable of the soils (Mark 4:3ff).   
 

14 “The sower sows the word. 15 These are the ones who are beside the road where the 
word is sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word 
which has been sown in them. 16 In a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was 
sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with 
joy; 17 and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; then, when 
affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away. 18 And 
others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who 
have heard the word, 19 but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 
and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 
20 And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good soil; and they hear the 
word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold” (Mark 4:14-20). 

 
It is unfortunate, but we often take the weight of such a text and discard it by defaulting to our 
system of theology.  The natural question often asked is, “Can a person lose his salvation?”  
The answer is “yes, if salvation is something you gain, earn, win, or buy.”  The answer is an 
emphatic no, if salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  I do not stand 
on my merit, but on the one who alone reconciles me to the Father.   
 
Yet what is the thrust of this text?  The issue is not have you had a beginning, but rather where 
are you today?  How pathetic to think if you can turn the grace of God into lasciviousness 
(Jude 4). 
 
One of the ways of understanding a passage is to work the passage backwards.  Instead of 
reading it from the beginning of the paragraph, read it from the end and work toward the 
front. 
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Why as it were is there this warning or sobering reminder to persevere?  I believe it is there, 
not so much to cause us alarm as to remind us that all we have and hope to attain is an 
ongoing work of grace.  The purpose of His redemptive work was to reconcile us to the Father.  
In so doing, He can now present us before Him as those who are holy, blameless and beyond 
reproach. 
 
Those who are reconciled continue in the faith and are not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel.  Yet let us not be so foolish as to think you must merit what He has provided by grace. 
 
“Out of the wonder of reconciliation are born the strength of unshakable loyalty and the 
radiance of unconquerable hope.”11   
 

VII. The reach of reconciliation ([“proclaimed in all creation under heaven”] v. 23b) 
 
“Paralleling again the earlier passage, Paul qualifies this gospel in there ways: it has been 
heard by the Colossians; it has universal significance; and it has been proclaimed by an 
individual servant.”12   
 
[Which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven] “What can he mean?  He can only mean 
that when Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead, as king and Lord of the world, a kind of 
spiritual shock wave ran right through the entire cosmos.  Nobody had ever gone down into 
death before and come up the other side.”13    Friend, this text tells us Jesus is victorious in 
reconciling His people to Himself and He will bring them safely to the other side. 
 
The death Christ died is capable of reconciling everyone, everywhere, at all times.  Its 
application is for those who believe.  Those who believe are written in His will and will enjoy 
the inheritance. 
 
The work of Christ drives the mission of the Church.  Why do we come and see and then go 
and tell?  Because God has reconciled His Church to Himself and all of creation to its pre-fall 
state.  
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. I fully recognize being at war is complicated because it involves us.  Yet God has 
reconciled you.  What is necessary for you to be reconciled on a horizontal level?  
Look at the division and see if there is not a way to reconcile.  Perhaps it has been so 
long that you’ve forgotten what the initial problem was.  Friend, if possible, live at 
peace. 

2. As a child of God, do not live in fear.  If you alienated and estranged from God, flee 
your fear and run into the welcoming arms of God.  Claim the name of Jesus and 
forsake your bondage to sin and death. 
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